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[AST ELAINE RIDTERS

WILL

New York, Nov, 23.—The National
Association for the Advancement of
Colored People announces that the

last of, the farme.s _sentenced |.
death in conectién wit~ ‘&‘

1919, in Phillips county, Arkansas
would shortly be freed.

Of the twelve men scntenced to
death, six were released by order of
the Arkansas Supreme court. The
other six had thelr sentences reversed
by the United States supreme court,
to which the association carried their
cases after threce years of litigation.

In Heu of relrylng these men, the
Arkansas authorities offered a com-
promise of conviction of- second de-
gree murder, with twelve-year sen-
‘tence, which leaves the men eligible
for parole this year, as they have
already served one-third of their
terms. This .compromise was ac-
cepted by the attorney for the N. A.
A. C. P, and Governor Thomas
MacRae has commuted the sentence

Fifty-nine-of the sixty-seven farm-

ers sentenced to life and long term

IN BE FREED

imprisonment have been freed. It is
expected that the remaining eight
pus have becn applied, will soon be
released.
Jan connection with this announce-.
mtent, James Weldon Johnson, secre-
tary of the N. A. A C. P., issued the
folowing statement: A

“The wild statements of.a. plotted
insurrection by Negro farmers’ .‘of.
Arkansas have now been disproved
by four years of court action: - "The
rumors, ‘spread throughoutthe: na<
tion by the press that Negroes ‘were
organized to massacre.”whites. are
shown to have been without:foundas
tion. It should be remembersd- thet
although, 12 Negroes wers sentenced
to death. and 67 toflong‘ terms, of
fmprisonment, not' one' -whl Q' man
was punished In’ connectlond\vlth
these disorders In which; hundreds of.
Negroes met their death. All’of the
\e~roes will soon have been’ relmed.
we hope and expect.’ 'rhag!s the belt,
answer to the kind of’law: a.nd order,
indulged. ln by. the wh
Arkansas”
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